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ON THE COVER: Our Lady of Guadalupe has long 
been a devotion, since the appearance in Mexico 
to Native American St. Juan Diego. Her appearance 
deeply affirmed the dignity and calling of those 
already living in America when the colonists 
arrived. The new, North American province of OFM 
Franciscans is named in her honor.  
Photo by Mariel Cyril Gonzales

The Franciscan Friars of the Province of Saint Barbara are members 

of a Roman Catholic religious order, from a diversity of backgrounds 

and cultures, dedicated to serving the poor and promoting justice, 

peace, care of creation, and reconciliation in the joyful and prophetic 

spirit of St. Francis of Assisi.
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Peace &
all good!

Could there be any greater 
greeting for Advent and Christ-
mas than those words of our 
beloved founder? Peace and all 
good! They point to the whole-
ness of life that our Lord offers 
to us in the Incarnation. Whole-
ness of life is on our minds, too, as we enter Advent during our 
year of Franciscan transformation. Starting this past October on 
the feast of St. Francis, six Franciscan Provinces in the United States 
began to reorganize into a new, national province, named for Our 
Lady of Guadalupe. Why that name? On p.10 Maureen Day, of our 
Franciscan School of Theology in San Diego, offers some hopeful 
qualities of Our Lady of Guadalupe (feast December 12).
It’s	not	the	first	time	you	have	heard	of	our	restructuring,	I	

know. There have been mentions in recent issues of this magazine. 
Actually the plans for all of this began, under the watchful eye of 
our Minister General in Rome, about 10 years ago. Brothers who 
had grown from Province to Province (ours was an offshoot of St. 
Louis’s Sacred Heart province 126 years ago) have started to move 
back into a single fold. It’s a movement of vitality, made all the 
more possible by distance-shrinking digital communication.

We also devoted space in this issue to reports on a gathering of 
US Franciscans who will be ministering together in new ways (p. 
18). We'll continue our ministries in the Saint Barbara Province, 
but now will be getting friars from across the country to join in our 
efforts. In the same way, some of our friars will be ministering with 
faraway friars.

None of this will happen without the continued support of our 
donors. We thank you for that. We pray for you. As you enter into 
Advent and Christmas renewal, may peace and goodness come 
into your life!

Fraternally,

Father David Gaa, OFM
Minister Provincial, Province of Saint Barbara

4      The Way   sbfranciscans.org

dear friends



P
h

o
to

: 
B

ra
d

le
y 

Tu
e

l,
 O

FM

continued on page 28

Franciscan Renewal Center
Scottsdale, Arizona
thecasa.org
408-948-7460

Grief and Loss Retreat 
12/2–4
Facilitator: Timothy Ringgold, MT-BC
Anyone who has known the 
joy of love has most likely 
experienced the pain of loss. 
Grief is a natural part of life, 
yet we all grieve differently and 
often	need	help	to	find	our	way	
through it. Ringgold provides 
a supportive setting where you 
will gain new insights into the 
grief process and discover ways 
to heal and move forward.

A Brush with God
12/8–11
Facilitator: Peter Pearson, MDiv
“A Brush with God” icon paint-
ing retreat returns to the Casa 
with Peter Pearson leading us 
through the process of creating 
this image in the folk style of 
Byzantine iconography. We’ll 
pray, follow step-by-step in-
structions, and learn about the 
history and spirituality of this 
ancient art form. During this 
workshop, we’ll pray especially 
for the people of Ukraine. No 
previous experience or innate 

talent is required. All materials 
are provided.

Men's Retreat
12/9–11
Facilitator: Terry Hershey and 
Dcn. Phil LoCascio
This weekend will give you 
permission to be at home in 
your own skin, to embrace 
authenticity,	to	find	your	voice	
and	the	fire	in	your	belly.	You	
will	find	permission	to	hear	the	
voice of grace, to pause for 
renewal,	and	to	find	safe	places	
to tell your story, knowing that 
vulnerability is not a weakness 
but a strength. 

Emmaus Retreat for 
Grieving Parents
12/9–11
Facilitator: Marianne Gouveia 
and Greg Eckerman
Of all the pains that life can 
hand us, arguably the most 
searing is the loss of a child. 
During this weekend, just as 
Jesus joined his distraught 
disciples on the road to Em-
maus, we pray for all of our 
parents and we ask Jesus to join 
us as we walk the horrendous 
journey of grieving our loss 
every day. EMMAUS Ministry 
for Grieving Parents is a unique 
ministry that serves the spiri-

tual needs of grieving parents 
whose children of any age have 
died by any cause, no matter 
how long ago.

Fast Talk Theology: 
Accompanying Young Adult 
Catholics 
12/11 9 am–10:30am
Facilitator: Maureen Day, PhD
Join Franciscan scholar and 
national expert on families and 
young adults Maureen Day ex-
ploring the studies on Catholic 
young adults leaving in droves.
This talk will lift up important 
takeaways from what we have 
learned and distill a set of 
questions to craft a ministry for 
Catholic millennials and iGens. 
Participants will walk away with 
a better understanding of to-
day's young adults. Presented in 
partnership with the Franciscan 
School of Theology.

12-Step New Year's Retreat
12/30–1/1
Facilitator: Peter Pearson, MDiv
Come on over to the Casa to 
ring in the new year with a 
community of those in recovery. 
The weekend will include won-
derful food, speaker's meetings, 
smaller group discussions, time 
to relax and renew, and a spe-
cial	social	time	on	New	Year's	

calendar
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Encounter
By Dan Lackie, OFM

We’re entering into Advent, in one sense 
the	heralding	of	our	Prince	of	Peace.	Yet	
how can we become people of peace?

Jesus sends out his disciples two by 
two to preach the kingdom of God and 
proclaim the greeting of peace: “Into 
whatever	house	you	enter,	first	say,	
‘Peace	to	this	household.’”	Yet	I	for	one	
cannot imagine a more fractured social 
and political environment to be sent 
into. I see what’s happening in our na-
tion’s capital, and I pray for our country: 
“Peace be to this household!”

That’s not easy. Nor is the question 
posed by our Dominican friend Father 
Jude Siciliano, who invites us to ask our-
selves: To whom am I being sent to bring 
Jesus’s peace greeting? 

Luckily (providentially!), as we ask this 
question we are nourished at the table 
of peace, the Eucharist. What we bring 
to the celebration of the Eucharist each 
Sunday—the humility of our hearts and 
minds, the willingness of our souls—all 
these dispositions are crucial to our 

entering into the encounter with Christ. 
That encounter, day in, day out, all year 
long, is the source of true peace.

Pope Francis has become the pope of 
encounter. Throughout his papacy he 
has challenged us to engage with the 
people	we	find	in	our	lives	each	day	as	
Jesus did: not just seeing, but looking; 
not just hearing, but listening; not just 
passing people by, but stopping with 
them; not just saying “What a shame, 
poor people!” but allowing ourselves 
to be moved with compassion. That is 
what God is calling us to do. 

The practice of prayer, listening, and 
quiet throughout the week, prepares 
me for that encounter. An even deeper 
foundation is at Eucharist, a transfor-
mative encounter with the risen Lord, 
through Scripture and breaking of the 
bread. I open myself to the living word 
of peace and serenity that allows an 
acceptance of others, as they are—of 
different languages, customs, back-
grounds, and identities. What greater 
gift could we offer, or better, become, 
for our fractured world today? ❖

Father Dan Lackie, OFM, is pastor of St. 
Barbara Parish, Old Mission Santa Barbara.
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Living Music
By Joseph Schwab, OFM

Barbara Burger moved to Santa Barbara, 
California, in the spring of 1976 from 
her home town of Hatboro, Pennsylva-
nia, in a quest to grow spiritually. Com-
ing up the coast that spring, her only 
thought was, How can I also help to 
make this city a better place? Although 
she	had	finished	her	BA	and	was	work-
ing on a master’s degree, she arrived 
with little money in her pocket. With 
lots of luck she did many interesting 
jobs,	including	being	a	fire	dispatcher	in	
Montecito and the community relations 
coordinator at St. Francis Hospital.

“In my very early months in Santa 
Barbara, I met one of the friars from the 
Old Mission, Brother Mateo Guerrero, as 
I was sitting on the front wall of the mis-
sion.” Barbara, being from Pennsylvania, 
was so pleased to meet him and was im-
pressed that he had made bread for the 
neighbors while he was fasting. “This 
man truly lives the way he believes,” she 
said. They struck a lifelong friendship. 
But	within	a	couple	of	years	of	that	first	
meeting in 1976, Brother Mateo left and 
didn’t return until the mid-’90s.

By the time she met up with him again, 
Barbara was now the marketing director 
of the Santa Barbara Symphony. Brother 
Mateo, who loved opera, immediately 
said, “Let’s do opera on the steps of the 
Mission,” and with that edict concerts 
were performed over the next nine years. 
“All	this	reflected	the	hospitality	and	

commitment of the friars at the mis-
sion, Barbara said. “There is such a heart 
there, and it comes across as sincere 
feeling, even bringing music to the 

people of Santa Barbara. 
“I began to experience the depth and 

beauty of the Mass and learned about 
the saints and the mystical tradition 
of the Catholic faith.” It was new to a 
woman raised Baptist. “I can say that 
there’s something about the Old Mission 
that just keeps drawing me back, and 
the friars were always so welcoming. 
One	time	I	was	at	the	office	there	and	
someone asked Father Virgil if he knew 
me. He laughed, put his arm around my 
shoulder and joked, ‘Barbara and I built 
the mission!’”

Barbara now serves on the hospitality 
committee at Saint Barbara Parish and 
has helped with coffee hour for over 25 
years. Working with this author on vari-
ous projects and enjoying pastor Father 
Dan Lackie and Father Larry Goslin, 
are a product of the love, kindness, 
and enthusiasm she experienced from 
those early years. Through her love and 
support of the mission, she has found 
a spiritual home and has been able to 
make this city a better place too. ❖

Father Joseph Schwab, OFM, is Director 
of Development for the Province of Saint 
Barbara.

Barbara sees in the friars “such a heart.”
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Friar Bradley Tuel is studying fine-arts 
photography, preparing for ministry. What 

better confluence of journey and expression 
than his artful self-portrait? “It is about 

becoming, challenges, and continually 
saying yes to this life,” he says.



Saint	Barbara	Province,	along	with	five	
other provinces of the Order of Friars Mi-
nor (OFM) coast-to-coast, are preparing 
to join together during the coming year. 
Their new province will be named after 
Our Lady of Guadalupe. A letter explain-
ing the name choice for this revitaliza-
tion says, in part, “Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe proclaims that we should learn 
from God what it means to approach 
each other with humility: learning, ac-
cepting others, and forever traveling 

Friars are “men of  
the people,” from New 
York to LA and beyond. 
Here, at Whiteriver, 
Arizona, Fr. Eddie 
Fronske, OFM, greets 
grateful parishioners.

from head to heart. For centuries, 
she has represented values that are 
fundamental to our Order: a commit-
ment to justice, to standing alongside 
the oppressed.”

I’m sure there will be plenty of re-
flection	on	the	ties	between	Our	Lady	
of Guadalupe and Franciscan vision. 
Here are four ties that I see:

1. She gathers and includes everyone. 
We see this when she claims all races 
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Our Lady 
of Guadalupe: 
What’s in a Name?
BY	MAUREEN	K.	DAY
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as her children. Her words to St. Juan 
Diego (see box on p. 12) are de-
scribed in a 16th-century foundation-
al document, Nican Mopohua. (Other 
quotes in this article come from that 
same document.) She tells him, “I 
am truly your compassionate mother, 
yours and of all the people who live 
together in this land, and of all the 
other people of different ancestries.” 
While embracing the beauty of our 
differences, we all are part of one hu-
man family. 

2. She wants a deep encounter with us. 
She manifests the love of a mother 
and desires that her children know 
their worth and goodness. In Juan 
Diego’s encounters with her, she is de-

scribed as “extremely 
kind, as if she were 
drawing him toward 
her and esteemed 
him highly.” 
    When he decided 
to postpone her 
request to again see 
the bishop so that 
he might retrieve a 

priest to anoint his dying uncle, he 
became fearful and repentant when 
she caught him. But she reassured 
him lovingly, “Am I not here, I, who 
am your mother? Are you not under 
my shadow and protection?…Are 
you not in the hollow of my mantle, 
in the crossing of my arms?” She 
absolutely adores us and wants the 
chance to prove it. 

3. She is tender toward the most vulner-
able. She holds a special place in 
her heart for those who are hurting 
when she promises, “I will listen 
to their weeping, their sadness, to 
remedy, to cleanse and nurse all their 
different troubles, their miseries, their 

Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, 
portrayed in various 
ways in different 
churches, has the 
same message: 
Christ-bearer, lover 
of every person, 
especially the poor.
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The basics of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe’s origin story are familiar to 
many. In December of 1531, Juan 
Diego, an indigenous Catholic of 
Mexico, was on his way to Mass 
when Mary appeared to him on 
Tepeyac Hill. She told him to go 
to the bishop and tell him that 
she wanted a shrine built in her 
honor there, where she would 
bless all those who implored her 
for help. The bishop told Juan Diego that he needed proof of her 
appearance. 

When Juan Diego returned for this proof, she directed him to 
the top of the hill where they had previously met. There he found 
a variety of roses, which was totally unexpected given the frost. 
Juan Diego gathered the roses in his cloak, his tilma, and went to 
the bishop. Once there, Juan Diego opened his tilma. Roses spilled 
across	the	floor,	and	impressed	on	his	tilma	was	the	image	of	Our	
Lady of Guadalupe. That tilma is preserved and venerated today at 
Our Lady of Guadalupe shrine in Mexico City. It’s the most visited 
Catholic shrine in the world.

The image is a wonder. Some of the pieces of the image turn the 
viewer heavenward. Mary stands upon a black crescent moon sup-
ported by an angel. Backlit in the best way, the sun casts its radi-
ance around her. Her mantle is showered in stars. And other aspects 
ground us in our material world, like the black sash tied round her 
waist indicating that she is pregnant.

Her features have been described by some as indigenous and 
by others as mestizo; either way she is a Mary who looks like the 
people she appeared to.—M.K.D.

JuanDiego 
and

Our Lady
of Guadalupe

S A I N T



suffering.” Rather than abandon 
us in our darkest hour, she rushes 
toward	us.	While	she	might	not	fix	
what ails us, she offers real presence 
in her consoling accompaniment. 

4. She opts for the poor. Our Lady chose 
someone whom society thought little 
of to be her special servant. When 
the bishop appeared not to believe 
Juan Diego, this poor man said 
to Our Lady, “I beg you, my Lady, 
Queen, my Beloved Maiden, to have 
one of the nobles who are held in es-
teem, one who is known, respected, 
honored, have him carry, take your 
dear breath, your dear word, so that 
he will be believed. Because I am 
really just a man from the country…a 
man of no importance…that place 
you are sending me to is a place 
where I'm not used to going to or 
spending any time in.”  
    He is referred to as the “humble 
man” and the “lowly Indian” in the 
text. Her choice for the poor is a 
reminder that if we are not fortunate 
enough to be born among the lowly, 
like Juan Diego or the Holy Family, 
then we must place ourselves among 
them. That’s what St. Francis did in 

many ways, most famously among 
the poor and the lepers. 

As with any saint, even though we get 
excited about the origin story, it should 
always point us to our destination story. 
Six of the OFM provinces gathering into 
one under the star-laden mantle of Our 
Lady indeed acknowledges and cel-
ebrates the event on Tepeyac nearly 500 
years ago. The choice of name, though, 
is	also	about	the	significance	of	that	
event for us today and going forward. 

What reminders do we need about 
tenderness toward the vulnerable and 
opting for the poor as we rethink our 
priorities? Who are we called to include 
and accompany? Can we muster the 
courage for encounter, even as the spec-
ter of dismissal and rejection looms? 

As we consider these questions and 
more, may we proceed with a deter-
mined hope—that’s what the encounter 
of St. Juan Diego and Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe is all about. ❖

Maureen K. Day is an associate professor of 
Religion and Society at the Franciscan School 
of Theology. Her latest book is Catholic 
Activism Today (NYU Press).
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A lay volunteer (r) 
joins in service here 
at St. Francis Center  
in Los Angeles.
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Surrounded by nearly 50 of their OFM 
brothers, three friars, Brothers Andrew 
Dinegar, OFM, Salvador Mejia, OFM, and 
Bradley Tuel, OFM, professed their sol-
emn vows as Franciscans at Old Mission 
Santa Barbara on August 27. Friars from 
around the country, as well as relatives 
and friends, gathered on a beautiful 
California morning at the historic church 
to witness their profession of lifelong 
poverty, chastity, and obedience. It was a 
joyous moment.

Provincial Minister David Gaa, OFM, 
who celebrated the 9 a.m. Mass, warmly 
greeted the crowd in both Spanish and 
English. Also leading the Mass was 
Father Martin Ibarra, OFM, and tran-
sitional deacon James Seiffert, OFM. 

Three Friars
for Life
BY	JOE	LEDBETTER

Three friars share a 
moment of extreme 
joy: their solemn 
profession to 
lifelong ministry as 
Franciscans. (L to 
R) Brothers Andrew 
Dinegar, Bradley Tuel, 
and Sal Mejia.

The congregation heartily sang glorious 
music, led by Mission Santa Barbara’s 
Director of Sacred Music, Roy Spicer. 
People on several continents watched 
via live stream.

“Andrew, Salvador, and Bradley began 
their journey which has led them to the 
Order of Friars Minor. Our Sister Water 
reminds each of us of our own Baptism 
and consecration of Christ. Almighty 
God, creator of life, of body and soul, 
praise you for the gifts of our Sister 
Water who was useful, humble, pre-
cious, and chaste,” Father David began. 
He then read a passage from The Rule 
of Franciscan Order: “By living in obedi-
ence, without anything of one’s own, 
and chastity…And it is this particular 
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way that we are to live the gospel. 
People who are in the marriage stage or 
elsewhere are called to live the gospel 
according to the reality of their life. But 
for us, for friars minor, these are the 
basic framework of our life.”
In	his	homily,	Father	David	reflected	

on	his	own	first	encounter	with	solemn	
vows. “I saw them in a kind of nega-
tive sense in that ‘thou shalt not,’ like 
the Commandments: ‘Thou shalt not 
kill, Thou shalt not do this, Thou shalt 
not covet thy neighbor’s oxen’ and I 
saw them as limiting. But as I journeyed 
through my Franciscan life, I see them 
more like the Beatitudes: ‘Blessed are 
you who live in chastity, blessed are 
you who live in obedience.’ And so the 
vows have become for me not a limiting 
thing, but a symbol of freedom, a sym-
bol of giving ourselves as a gift to each 
other in fraternity, to the Church, and to 
all of society.”

By taking their solemn vows, the 

three brothers completed the Franciscan 
formation process of postulancy, novi-
tiate, and several years of study. Their 
formation, or training, has emphasized 
outreach ministry, central to Franciscan 
life. One of the brothers, Salvador Mejia, 
continued his journey with ordination to 
the transitional diaconate, which took 
place on September 16 at the Mission 
San Luis Rey. He was joined by Brother 
Henri Djojo, OFM, on their way to 
priestly ordination next year.

Paths to Solemn Profession 
Brother Andrew Dinegar, a native of 
Queens,	New	York,	currently	resides	at	
St. Boniface Friary in San Francisco. He 
is in ministry at nearby St. Anthony’s 
Foundation. He holds a bachelor of arts 
degree from Curry College in Milton, 
Massachusetts.

Brother Andrew spent 15 years 
working for Marriott in the Washing-
ton, DC, area. While there, in 2003, he 
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Laying down one’s life in 
the spirit of St. Francis 
is the hope and vow of 

all friars. It will take 
prayer—and community.
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encountered the Missionaries of Charity, 
Mother Teresa’s sisters, and began vol-
unteering. He joined the Alexian Broth-
ers in 2010. After six years he began 
discerning with the Franciscan Friars of 
the Sacred Heart Province, interning in 
Chicago, and eventually entering postu-
lancy in 2017. 

“Twenty years ago, I was away from 
the Church. I had a great job and came 
up with a great family, but I was lost in 
the whole thing: the title, the money, 
the	benefits.	This	shows	me	how	God	
really does work when you let him in,” 
says	Brother	Andrew.	“You	open	to	
God and say ‘use me.’ Just be careful, 
because God will never turn down a 

request like that!”
Brother Andrew plans to continue his 

ministry at the St. Anthony’s Foundation 
in San Francisco.

Born and raised in Acámbaro, Mexico, 
Brother Salvador Mejia began his dis-
cernment of religious life at age 17. He 
eventually moved to the United States 
in	1992	to	find	opportunities	and	help	
his family. He enrolled in an ESL [English 
as a Second Language] program at a 
junior college in Santa Rosa, California, 
to	learn	English,	and	became	proficient	
enough to enroll in regular classes. He 
eventually moved to Phoenix, Arizona, 
and found himself in need of spiritual 
guidance. His search led him to the 
Franciscan Renewal Center in Scottsdale. 
“I did not realize how thirsty my soul 
was for God,” Brother Salvador recalls. 

Brother Salvador returned to the San 
Francisco Bay Area and in 2003 started 
working at St. Elizabeth Parish in Oak-
land. There he developed a faith forma-
tion program, among other initiatives. 
While working full-time, he earned a 
master of divinity degree from Francis-
can School of Theology (then located in 
Berkeley). Brother Salvador entered the 
postulancy program in 2017 and is on 
track toward priestly ordination. 
He	beautifully	reflects	on	this	mo-

ment in life as a Franciscan: “Through all 
these years of formation, I have learned 
and experienced this lifestyle—a way of 

“I did not realize how thirsty I was 
for God….I have become a gospel 
person. And by celebrating my 
solemn profession, I say yes to God.”
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“Signing on  
the dotted line,” 
witnessed by the 
Franciscan community 
is a moment of solid 
commitment. Here  
Br. Sal Mejia swears 
to his sacred vows.

—Br. Salvador Mejia
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being, a way of thinking, living in the 
freedom—that the vows of chastity, 
obedience, and living without possess-
ing anything on my own, offered me. I 
have become a gospel person. And by 
celebrating my solemn profession, I say 
‘yes’ to God.”

A regular contributor to this publica-
tion, Brother Bradley Tuel is working 
toward	a	bachelor	of	fine	arts	degree	in	
photography at Arizona State Univer-
sity. Much like Brother Andrew, Brother 
Bradley lived a rich life before coming 
to the Franciscans. A native of Novato, 
California, he landed a highly coveted 
longshoreman position at the Port of 
Oakland,	making	a	nearly	six-figure	
salary. “I was miserable!” he admits. “It 
was	really	difficult	dealing	with	some	
very angry, entitled people,” Brother 
Bradley says. “There was a lot of anger 
and yelling, not a great workplace.”

Looking for a change, Bradley sought 
volunteer opportunities. He began 
working with the homeless at the Gub-
bio Project and at the Dining Room at 
St. Anthony’s Foundation, both in San 
Francisco. Everything in life seemed to 
be getting better as he gave of himself 
freely.

It was around this time Bradley 

converted to Catholicism and began 
discerning a Franciscan vocation. After 
three years of working at the Port of 
Oakland, he decided to quit. “I decided 
I should jump and see where the friars 
might take me,” Brother Bradley says. 
“So I went from making tons of money 
to nothing, and went from being the 
most unhappy I’d ever been to the hap-
piest.”

Brother Bradley joined the Franciscans 
in 2015 as part of the novitiate class in 
Burlington, Wisconsin, and professed 
his	first	vows	in	2017.	He	spent	a	year	
at the San Solano Missions in Arizona 
before moving to Phoenix, where he 
enrolled	at	Arizona	State	to	finish	his	
undergraduate degree. He is training in 
photography with plans to use photog-
raphy to evangelize. He also hopes to 
minister through spiritual direction and 
retreats. ❖

Joe Ledbetter is Development and 
Communications Manager for the Province of 
Saint Barbara.
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Br. Adolfo 
Mercardo, OFM, 
shares a moment 
of affirmation with 
Br. Bradley Tuel, a 
creative visual artist 
who is committing his 
life to the Franciscan 
community.
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The sense of unity, fraternity, and joy 
was obvious as friars, essentially younger 
and middle-aged, from across the coun-
try came together in Kansas City this 
past	July.	It	was	a	five-day	Gather	and	
Discern assembly. Friars aged 65 and un-
der arrived by plane, train, and automo-
bile, and in the case of some friars from 
Cincinnati, in a high-school-band van!

As the friars gathered for evening 
prayer	at	the	end	of	their	first	day,	New	
York	friar	Stephen	DeWitt	set	the	tone	
for their time together saying, “We 
invite the Holy Spirit to be with us. 
May we be a community and people of 
peace. May we follow God’s will for us. 
May our Holy Father Francis serve as an 
example. May the same Spirit that has 
guided our Church for so long guide our 
gathering.”

Throughout the week, the friars 
imagined and explored possibilities for 

Dreaming New Dreams
BY	EILEEN	CONNELLY,	OSU
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Retreats, in peaceful 
places such as this, the 
Franciscan Renewal Center 
in Scottsdale, Arizona, will 
continue to be a key part  
of Franciscan ministry.

the future as they discussed potential 
mission priorities, fraternal leadership, 
and opportunities for renewal. The ideas 
they generated will energize discussions 
between now and the Chapter of Unity, 
to take place in October, 2023. 

That imagining of a new future 
caught friar Sam Nasada’s spirit. Father 
Sam is associate pastor at Old Mission 
San Luis Rey, at Oceanside, California. 
“What’s	most	significant	for	me	was	
to see how many friars were excited to 
explore new ideas for ministries,” he 
said. “In our regular provincial gather-
ings, I’ve felt that most of the time has 
been spent discussing the maintenance 
of current ministries, and not many 
younger friars were involved in the 
discussion. It was refreshing to see them 
more energized in Kansas City.” 

Father Sam had led one of the ses-
sions in which friars broke into groups 
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to discuss their vision of a shared 
Franciscan witness to society through 
mission. In their mini-mission groups, 
the friars began to imagine and design 
mission proposals, keeping in mind the 
vision and values of the new province 
and Laudato Si’ and Fratelli Tutti. 

The themes that arose are as diverse 
as the friars themselves and witness 
to their desire to serve those most in 
need of Christ’s presence and healing 
love. These include outreach to wel-
come immigrants, foreign mission work, 
outreach to the LGBTQ+ community, 
migration, Native American ministry, 
and	campus	ministry,	specifically	with	
African-American young adults.

One of those new ideas, the Itinerant 
Fraternity mission, sees a return to the 
itinerancy of the earliest brothers as the 
ideal ministry. It would be a kind of friary 
on wheels, canonically attached to an 
established friary, but practically based 
in a vehicle that could be dispatched to 
various	locales	on	short	notice.	Such	flex-
ibility, one friar noted, could enable the 
brothers to reach sites of natural disaster 
to provide material and ministerial ser-
vices to those affected.

The beauty of this approach, they 
pointed out, is that it could serve as a 
kind of frontline resource for a much 
deeper pool of ministers: friars not 
committed to the ministry full-time, but 
gifted with special skills (e.g., carpentry, 
plumbing) could be summoned for spe-
cial assistance. In less urgent times, the 

friars anticipate contacting local parishes 
to coordinate street evangelization, par-
ish missions, and whatever needs a local 
diocese	might	struggle	to	fill.

Friar Sebastian Sandoval, who minis-
ters at St. Francis Center in Los Angeles, 
was part of a Friars Serving the Urban 
Poor in Los Angeles mission group. That 
group, which included friars from urban 
ministries	in	Chicago	and	New	York,	saw	
a spiritual need unmet. They envisioned 
bringing a sense of gospel conversion 
to the St. Francis Center, which has 
been providing direct services to the 
underserved in Los Angeles since 1972 
without a base of friars actually living 
on-site. A bigger pool of friars could 
develop that friary. 

Friar Jimmy Kernan of San Francisco, 
and the friars in his mini-mission group 
focused on outreach to young adults—
in particular in urban centers with 
limited religious opportunities and high 
concentrations of young people. “So 
many people grow up without being 
involved in a church in any way,” Jimmy 
said. “In our Franciscan tradition of be-
ing inclusive, we can offer them a place 
of belonging.”

The Mary’s Café mission aspires to 
build an outreach ministry to the LGBTQ+ 
population. A group of friars includ-
ing Adolfo Mercado, at Oceanside, and 
James Seiffert, at Scottsdale, seek to 
establish a network of cafés in rural areas 
of Texas, Florida and other states where 
such ministry is typically urban-based, if 

Saint Barbara’s 
Father Sam Nasada 

addresses assembled 
friars in Kansas 

City. It’s time to 
imagine, one of the 

oldest practices in 
Franciscan tradition.
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it exists at all. The cafés might serve as a 
haven where those marginalized for their 
gender identity and sexual orientation 
can	find	a	welcoming	place	as	well	as	
material and ministerial services. 

Steven sees the Mary’s Café model as 
one of empowerment rather than Fran-
ciscan management. The goal would 
be to establish a center in a geographic 
location, plant the necessary seeds by 
getting it up and running, and turning 
it over to local agents and ministers to 
maintain.

Bonds of Unity
There were also a variety of activities 
in Kansas City meant to be both fun 
and deeply meaningful. These helped 
the brothers get to know one another 
better, consider the scope of the pilgrim-
age they are on together by recalling 
milestones on their own journeys, and 
remember inspiring fellow friars who 
came before them.

For example, Colin King of Negril, 
Jamaica, led his brothers through a 
morning ice-breaker: Franciscan discern-
ment Bingo. Each friar received a Bingo 
card with 24 questions. They were asked 
to circulate and try to identify a person 
who could answer one of the questions, 
which focused on a variety of topics, 
from vocations and ministry to prayer 
habits and friar-mentors. The ice was 
broken.

In another exercise, friars posted 

significant	events	in	their	Franciscan	
journey and shared stories with a friar 
they didn’t know. Then those gathered 
shared responses with everyone using 
Mentimeter, the software being used 
throughout the gathering for live polls, 
word clouds, multiple choice questions, 
and more. They were asked to share a 
word or phrase that describes how they 
personally feel about being on this pil-
grimage, what they would like to share 
with friars not present, and to describe 
the wisdom or spiritual qualities of the 
fraternal pilgrimage.

The words and phrases shared re-
flected	a	general	spirit	of	optimism	and	
unity and included: energized, blessed, 
inspired, encouraged, prayerful, trusting, 
fraternity, mission inspired, courageous, 
prudent, and incarnational. 

“I think this recaptured some of the 
enthusiasm for coming together that 
a global pandemic put on hold,” said 
Colin. “It helped to broaden our frater-
nal relations.”

That sentiment was echoed by Fr. 
Ryan Thornton, who ministers at Old 
Mission Santa Barbara. “What struck 
me the most was the way that we were 
approaching our common life together, 
where the present was not seen as an 
extension of the past but as the start of 
the future, where we were talking not 
about what we should or had to do, but 
what we could do as Friars Minor.”

Post-It notes are 
in-hand as (l) Henry 
Fulmer, OFM, and 
Raphael Ozoude, 
OFM, talk about 
the future in a new, 
national province of 
Franciscans.
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Välkommen to the country of Sweden, 
city of Visby, island of Gotland! Do visit 
us in June for the midnight sun—or else 
come in December, to experience a decid-
edly	different	sort	of	light.	Yes,	December!	
You	see,	it’s	about	the	light.	In	Sweden	it’s	
always about the light. How to save and 
savor every single bit of sunlight through-
out the year. June promises constant, 
ubiquitous brightness from the long, indo-
lent dawn (gryning) to the equally linger-
ing dusk (skymning). By contrast, Decem-
ber’s light is concentrated, condensed, and 
mostly a matter of internal illumination, 
Advent’s silent light.

Gotland and I discovered each other in 
2015 when I stumbled upon the parish 
while visiting on a getaway. From the 
moment I opened the church door, I was 
immediately	taken	by	the	flickering	red	

sanctuary lamp before the tabernacle. 
It’s as if it spoke to me directly. I found 
my faith and vocation while living in 
Sweden in the early 1980s and had 
always wanted to serve here for a time 
in thanksgiving. With the blessing of 
our	Minister	Provincial	and	definitorium,	
I moved to Visby in 2019. The Light 
which spoke to me then has remained a 
constant, sustaining guide and compan-
ion, a persistent and personal Advent 
light throughout the year.

Illumination
In December, Swedes delight in set-
ting lit candles—levande ljus, “living 
light”—in their curtainless windows, 
or	sitting	before	the	crackling	flames	
of	the	fireplace.	Shopping	streets	are	
drenched in cascading necklaces of light 

The shopping district 
in Visby is decked for 
Christmas festivity. 
Father Charles has 
returned to serve 
the parish that 
bought him to the 
Franciscans.

Silent Light:
Advent in Sweden
BY	CHARLES	TALLEY,	OFM
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that sparkle and shimmer against the ice 
and snow. Families and friends feast on 
the traditional julbord buffet and sip hot 
mulled wine (glögg) served along with 
thin gingerbread cookies (pepparkakor). 

For believers, Advent light provides 
interior illumination of another sort. The 
lighting of the Advent wreath inaugu-
rates the monthlong vigil of anticipation: 
the wait and welcome that culminate in 
Christmas joy. The midpoint of the sea-
son is Luciadagen, the feast of St. Lucy, 
on December 13, the date that formerly 
marked the winter solstice.

At church, a formal procession led 
by a young girl dressed in a red-sashed 
white robe with a crown of lit white 
candles on her head leads her court of 
attendants toward the altar. It recalls St. 
Lucy, the blinded Roman martyr, who 
symbolically brought the Light of Christ 
from Sicily to the darkened North. 

Home customs
Advent	celebrations	find	their	humble,	
homey equivalent here on Gotland, as 
well. First, there is the blessing and light-
ing of the Advent wreath (white candles 
only, please) at Mass. Then, on Decem-
ber 6, Sankt Nicolas arrives in advance 
of his modern counterpart, jultomten, to 
deal out gifts and goodies to all the kids.

The Feast of the Immaculate Concep-
tion is marked as well, but is admittedly 
overshadowed by Luciadagen.

The blessing and 
lighting of the Advent 
wreath is a home 
custom on the island 
of Gotland, as it is 
in Christian homes 
everywhere.

Later in the month, there is a special 
Advent concert and during the day on 
Christmas Eve, a family Mass. For the 
past few years, Father Louis Khoury, our 
Franciscan brother, has given us a Christ-
mas blessing directly from the Holy Land 
via Zoom. Everyone loves it! Finally and 
informally, just before the vigil Mass be-
gins on Christmas Eve, parishioners step 
forward to share songs and hymns from 
their homelands by candlelight before 
the crèche. It’s a genuinely Franciscan 
touch to the season. 

Gotland (100 miles long, 30 miles 
wide) is home to no fewer than 92 me-
dieval churches, forging a direct visual 
connection to Sweden’s Catholic roots. 
Today, they are all lovingly maintained by 
local congregations of the (evangelical 
Lutheran) Church of Sweden.

Franciscan friars came to the island 
already in 1236, just a decade after the 
passing of St. Francis. Friars served the 
island, both in the capital, Visby, and in 
countryside parishes for more than three 
centuries until the Protestant Reforma-
tion brought about the dissolution of 
monasteries and friaries.

Today, the ruins of St. Karins (St. 
Catherine of Alexandria), remain an 
imposing presence in the main square. 
I pass it often and at times am tempted 
to shout: “Hej everyone, we’re back!” 
(While I am the only friar on the island, 
there are nearly a dozen representatives 
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of the Franciscan family on the main-
land, mostly active in parish ministry.)

Our own parish of Kristi Lekamen (Cor-
pus Christi) is in the center of Visby, the 
island’s capital. The church dates from 
1982 but is marvelously positioned over 
the ruins of a medieval structure. With 
just 175 members, we are the smallest 
parish in a country where Catholics are 
about 2% of a population of 10 million. 

Thanks mostly to immigration, the 
Catholic community in Sweden is thriv-
ing. Our own parish family embraces 
native Swedes as well as “new Swedes” 
from Poland, Italy, Spain, Burundi, and 
Lebanon. Outreach to the Roma people 
from Romania, who come as seasonal 
workers, is ongoing. Only a few Ukrai-
nians have settled here, but we stand 
ready to welcome them. Like most 
everyone	else,	we	struggle	with	finan-
cial and organizational challenges, but 
remain	confident	of	the	future.

Love One Another
To be a person of faith in this most 
secularized of societies is not an easy 
task. While outright discrimination is 
rare, many Swedes appear indifferent 
to organized religion. It is considered a 
mostly private matter, irrelevant to soci-
ety at large. Observant Christians have 
come to realize more and more that as 
a minority, we all need to support each 

other. In our own time, great strides 
have been made in terms of contact, 
friendship, dialogue, and engagement.

That said, I really believe that Swedes 
are at heart a naturally contemplative 
people	who	frequently	find	solace	in	
nature. (Eighty percent of Sweden is 
forestland!) As one friend put it, “When 
we want to meet God, we go out into 
the woods. If we want to meet Jesus, we 
go to church.” These days, unfortunately, 
most people tend to head for the woods. 

This year, in Sweden and elsewhere, 
the observance of Advent is being held 
against the unsettling backdrop of war 
in	Ukraine,	skyrocketing	inflation,	and	
general uncertainty about the future. To 
gather strength and sustenance, we are 
called to approach, absorb, and partake 
of Advent’s silent light, the Light of 
Christ himself. God bless you all! God 
Jul och Gott Nytt År! (Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year!) ❖

Friar Charles Talley is pastor of Kristi 
Lekamens (Corpus Christi) parish in Visby 
on the island of Gotland in Sweden. 
Contributions to the parish are welcome 
and may be made through the Province,  
Attn: Mission to Sweden, Franciscan Friars, 
Province of Saint Barbara, 1500 34th Avenue, 
Oakland, CA 94601.

The island, beyond 
Visby, remains largely 
rural, the countryside 
dotted with cabins, 
such as this one. 
Notice the solar 
panels.
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St. Francis was rather daring to include 
Sister Bodily Death among the created 
elements in his famous 1225 composi-
tion, “The Canticle of the Creatures.”

The work offers praise to God for 
creation in a most intimate, familial way. 
Its joyful tone, ironically, coincides with 
a particularly dark period in the saint’s 
life, about a year preceding his death. 
Perhaps those dark days prompted him 
to include Sister Bodily Death among the 
creatures to be praised.

Christians living a life of holy align-
ment with the gospel, such as Francis 
and Clare, may be predisposed and 

Father Dan Barica 
echoes St. Francis in 
seeing God’s work in 
everything around him. 
That includes sickness 
and death, where God 
takes us by the hand.

anticipatory	of	their	final	day	on	earth	
because of its release into eternal life. 
But what about the days of sickness be-
tween here and there? I can’t help but 
wonder if Francis, while composing the 
Canticle and choosing to include Sister 
Bodily Death, “from whom no mortal 
can escape,” may have also contem-
plated including another denizen of the 
created world: Sister/Brother Sickness. 
I	have	been	reflecting	on	this	as	I	join	

my siblings in caring for our ailing father, 
who has been diagnosed with metastatic 
prostate cancer. In addition to the cancer, 
Dad has a degree of dementia which has 
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Sister/Brother Sickness: 
‘Be Praised, My Lord’  
BY	DANIEL	BARICA,	OFM
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its positive moments (he forgets he has 
cancer) and its challenges (he forgets 
what he has just said). Furthermore, 
Mom died unexpectedly from pneumonia 
during the height of the pandemic, add-
ing weight to Dad’s troubles.

Other than dementia, Dad is do-
ing physically well at the moment. But 
we know the time will come when his 
systems will begin to fail. So, as the fam-
ily comes together to assist Dad during 
this time, I contemplate Sister/Brother 
Sickness.

What praises to God might Francis 
have offered for this most unwelcome 
sibling? Allow me to suggest a few pos-
sibilities. Perhaps they will bring comfort 
to any of us who both share in the love 
and legacy of St. Francis and who also 
find	ourselves	struggling	with	personal	
illness or accompanying someone on 
that journey.

Intimacy
Anyone who cares for the sick knows 
that tending to the ailing bodies and 
souls of others is a necessarily intimate 
exchange. Sickness pushes us beyond our 
comfort zones and makes us vulnerable.

Even though most of us would not 
welcome illness, there is great potential 
for spiritual and emotional maturity 
when sickness breaks down our barri-
ers and invites us to be vulnerable with 
someone we trust.

Over 40 years ago, Dad underwent sur-
gery and treatment for melanoma, which, 
difficult	as	it	was,	became	a	catalyst	in	
helping him open up about it, encourag-
ing him to share emotions and spiritual 
gifts, something I had not witnessed 
before. Such intimacy is truly a gift.

 
Gratitude
While she was alive, I heard Mom say 
on more than one occasion, “Whatever 
it takes, Lord,” meaning that she would 
gratefully welcome whatever God might 
deem	beneficial	in	her	formation.	It	rarely	
goes that smoothly, but she came to see 
sickness as part of the formation plan.

We do well to cultivate and appreci-
ate the hidden gifts that lie beneath an 
illness, such as the joy and gratitude one 
experiences when healing takes place. 
Or perhaps sickness opens emotional 
and spiritual doors that would remain 
closed when all physical systems are fully 

Franciscan care  
of the sick-poor  
goes back to St. 
Francis himself. His 
encounter with the 
leper started it all. 
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functioning.
The human body is a masterwork of 

God, yet we often don’t truly appreci-
ate the miracle that our body is until it 
fails us in some way. Even when sick-
ness does not result in healing, can we 
be open to and grateful for what God 
wants to reveal to us as we approach 
the ultimate surrender? Surely, Jesus was 
no stranger to such things as he en-
tered into his passion, trusting that God 
would	be	glorified	every	step	of	the	way.

 
Perspective
Walking with Dad as he grapples with 
his issues gives both of us renewed 
perspective. I sometimes ask him about 
where	he	finds	God	along	the	way	and,	
perhaps because I am a priest, he is will-
ing to process the questions with me.

As he grows closer to experiencing the 
ultimate mystery of what lies beyond this 
life I am given the opportunity to ponder 
my own relationship to that mystery, to 
look at it from where I stand. This is one 
of	the	great	benefits	for	a	caregiver.	The	
challenges are certainly less demanding 
than for the one who is ill.

That said, both parties are offered tre-
mendous opportunities to experience a 
renewed	perspective	on	the	grace-filled	
and sanctifying processes of life, even 
those that lead to life’s end. As Paul 

states in Romans 8:28, “All things work 
for good for those who love God.”

 
Life’s mystery
In Advent and Christmas, we can see 
both sides of this coin. Although the 
journey that both sickness and ultimate-
ly death take us on is an arduous one, 
filled	with	real,	painful	hurdles	and	deep	
mystery, it’s not the whole story. The 
marvelous stories associated with the 
Incarnation will, once again, remind us 
that God has purposefully imbued every 
aspect of the created world with the 
divine presence, up to and including the 
gift of Jesus Christ, who is ever present.

Even in the face of suffering, we must 
never forget how God truly is Immanuel, 
with us in all things, in sickness and in 
health, as spouses recall in their matri-
monial vows.

The unexpected bumps in life’s road 
may leave us feeling afraid, lost, or 
hopeless, yet the Christmas story dem-
onstrates how God is manifest at every 
juncture along the way. If and when 
Sister/Brother Sickness knocks upon our 
door or at the door of a loved one, in-
stead of running to bar his/her entrance, 
let	us	open	with	confidence,	praising	
and thanking God for the gifts that  
s/he brings. That’s easier said than done, 
I know.
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Here in Guaymas, 
Mexico, Friar Rami 
consults with Dr. 
Rivera about a 
friend’s foot.
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The gifts of Sister/Brother Sickness are, 
in a sense, similar to the gifts offered 
during these days before and after Christ-
mas. We are offered divine intimacy, holy 
perspective, and the hope of renewal in 
God’s promise that we are redeemed. 
God loves us beyond measure and invites 
us to embrace each and every path that 
leads to holy Communion. The intimate 
moments we share with others, as we 
are transformed into Christ, are bread for 
the ultimate journey.

No mortal can escape death, as the 
Canticle	reminds	us.	Yet	the	gift	of	ac-

companiment, walking with another, 
is truly a gift and a cause for praise. 
Perhaps he would forgive me if I added 
a stanza to his Canticle: “Be praised, 
my Lord, in all your creatures, especially 
Sister/Brother Sickness, who mirrors your 
own divine vulnerability and fashions us 
into your likeness, O Divine Master.” ❖

Franciscan Father Daniel Barica is currently on 
family medical leave in South Florida, living 
with family and ministering in local parishes 
in the Diocese of Palm Beach.



concerning care: continued from page 20

calendar: continued from page 5

Eve. Our host will be Peter P., 
a regular Matt Talbot Retreat 
Leader from Back East. Mem-
bers from any 12-Step Recovery 
Program are most welcome.

Franciscan Music for the Soul
With Composer Cathy Tisel Nelson
1/13–15
Come deepen your relationship 
with God through the music 
of Franciscan composer Cathy 
Tisel Nelson. Our time together 
will include presentations, 
prayer,	reflection,	and	group	
sharing. Franciscan spirituality 
will be interwoven throughout 
the weekend. Experience the 
healing power of music inspired 
by St. Francis, St. Clare, and the 
Holy Spirit!

Mission San Luis Rey
Oceanside, California
sanluisrey.org
760-757-3651

Advent: A Season for Peace, 
Light, and Wonder
12/3 (overnight add-on available)
Presenter: Br. Mark Schroeder, 
OFM and Mercedes Matthews, 
MDiv

The Advent season is rich with 
invitations to encounter peace, 
light, and a sense of wonder as 
we prepare to celebrate the birth 
of Jesus, God’s greatest gift of 
love. Pope Francis reminds us 
that God “has united himself 
definitively	to	our	earth,	and	his	
love	constantly	impels	us	to	find	
new ways forward” (Laudato 
Si’ 245). How can we more fully 
notice and respond to the gifts 
that are all around us? 

Serenity Retreat with Fr. 
Tom Weston
1/20–22
Presenter: Fr. Tom Weston, SJ
Continue your healing as 
you spend a full weekend in 
person with women and men 
in recovery from alcoholism 
and addiction. Our focus is the 
12-step program of Alcoholics 
Anonymous. We invite mem-
bers of Al-Anon, all AA groups, 
alcoholics, addicts, friends, and 
family members. Pray, meditate, 
and	reflect	in	an	inviting	and	
peaceful environment.

San Damiano Retreat
Danville, California
sandamiano.org
925-837-9141

Virtuous Advent:
11/29 Hope; 12/6 Love; 12/13 
Joy; 12/20 Peace
10:30 am in person or via 
Zoom
Presenter: Jan Stegner, MTS, 
MMC
During this Tuesday Advent 
Series we will talk about these 
virtues, read a Scripture passage 
from one of the Gospels that 
has to do with each: open it 
up,	meditate/reflect	on	it,	have	
a group discussion, and end 
with a closing prayer. Attend 
any or all.

Advent Taize Prayer Service
11/30, 12/7, 12/14 at 7 pm
We welcome you to San 
Damiano’s chapel for Taize 
prayer. Taize music is prayerful 
and meditative. It uses repetitive 
structures and is set to simple 
melodies and harmonies that 
are easy to memorize and sing. 

Friar Mark Hudak, of Cincinnati, summed up the spirit of the gathering: “It was 
a	major	confirmation	that	we	are	indeed	following	the	prompting	of	the	Holy	Spirit	
as we seek to renew our Franciscan lives together,” he said. “When friars would ask 
which province I am from, I would actually have to stop and think as in my mind I’m 
already a member of the new province! The energy with which friars approached 
ideas and models for ministries and leadership was very exciting. I hope to see that 
sort of cooperation and willingness to work together continue.” ❖

Eileen Connelly, OSU, is Communications Director for the Province of St. John the Baptist in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. She was part of an interprovincial communications team at the Kansas City 
event. Additional reporting is from John Feister, editor of this publication.

28      The Way   sbfranciscans.org



Entering Into the Heart  
of Advent
12/2–12/4 
Presenter: Colette Lafia
On this weekend retreat, 
through Scripture, guided 
prayer practices, and quiet re-
flective	time,	as	well	as	through	
art, music, journaling, and the 
beauty of nature, we’ll enter 
into the heart of Advent to-
gether, opening ourselves to the 
gift of grace and the spiritual 
depth, meaning, and peace it 
brings to our lives. Participants 
will receive a copy of Colette’s 
book, Seeking Surrender: How 
a Trappist Monk Taught me to 
Trust and Embrace Life.

Monthly Book Series
12/6, Zoom only, 10 am
Facilitator: Kathy Miranda, MA
This month: Return to the Root: 
Reflections on the Inner Life 
by Joyce Rupp.Through Joyce’s 
reflections,	our	sharing,	and	
creative expression, we will 
come to fuller understanding of 
our goodness, Christ’s indwell-
ing presence and love, and all 
that resides in the core of our 
being. Let’s make this journey 
together! (Book Series meets 
first	Tuesdays	throughout	the	
year.)

New Year's Retreat
12/30/2022–1/1/2023
Leader: Fr. Charlie Smiech, OFM
Standing at the threshold of 
a new year, we begin once 
again and wonder what 2023 
will have in store for us. As 
we continue to walk into the 
future	filled	with	hope,	our	time	
together will focus on how God 
has guided and continues to 
guide	his	people	with	confi-
dence and wisdom. Putting 

aside the busyness of the sea-
son and the many concerns of 
the heart, and placing yourself 
before	Christ,	may	you	find	rest	
and comfort that you so desire.

From Trauma to Triumph
12-Step Weekend Retreat
1/6–8 Special guest: Hilary 
Roberts
Singer/songwriter Hilary Roberts 
uses the darkness of her past 
to inspire others. Hilary’s desire 
is to move people’s hearts and 
help them grow through situa-
tions in order to achieve a new 
level of healing and spirituality. 
Her goal with her music and 
speaking is to be a beacon of 
hope and empowerment to all.

Married Couples Retreat: 
Celebrate What’s Right in 
Your Relationship
2/3–5 
Presenters: Karla and Richard 
Obernesser, Rusty  
Shaughnessy, OFM
When we celebrate our 
relationship, we give hope, we 
cherish	a	desire	for	a	fulfilling	
relationship with anticipation. 
Join Seattle-based executive 
coach Richard and therapist 
Karla, parents of four, married 
29 years, with San Damiano’s 
Father Rusty for a weekend of 
marriage renewal.

The School of Earth & Soul
Celtic Wisdom 3: Sacred Vision
2/10–12
Presenter: Celtic scholar John 
Philip Newell
Newell is a Celtic teacher and 
spirituality author who calls the 
modern world to reawaken 
to the sacredness of the earth 
and every human being. This 
weekend he will reawaken you 

to the sacredness of the human 
imagination and compassionate 
action through the teachings of 
Alexander John Scott, George 
MacLeod, and Kenneth White. 

Serra Retreat
Malibu, California
serraretreat.com
310-456-6631
 
Women’s Retreat
1/13–15
Presenters: Sr. Carol Quinlivan, 
CSJ and Fr. Charlie Smiech, OFM
We invite you to deepen your 
relationship with God, engaging 
every part of yourself, heart, 
mind, breath and body, our 
wonders, and our wounds. His 
guidance will help you live life 
to the fullest, experiencing the 
holiness of God in the ordinary.

Priests’ Serenity Retreat
1/16–20
12-Step Recovery Retreat

Men’s Retreat
1/20–22
Presenters: Sr. Carol Quinlivan, 
CSJ and Fr. Charlie Smiech, OFM
We invite you to deepen your 
relationship with God, engaging 
every part of yourself, heart, 
mind, breath and body, our 
wonders, and our wounds. His 
guidance will help you live life 
to the fullest, experiencing the 
holiness of God in the ordinary.

St. Francis Retreat
San Juan Bautista, California
stfrancisretreat.com
831-623-4234

Registration for programs is full 
at this time; private retreats are 
available.
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at last

What was a turning point in your 
life? Friars from across the US 
gathered in Kansas City, Missouri, 
this summer to discern paths 
for the future. Understanding 
the depth of each brother’s 
experience holds the key for 
dreaming together. Listening led 
to notes shared, then sorted for 
unifying themes.

Photos by Eileen Connelly, OSU
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